OUR AMBASSADOR KING

resistance to forces which peradventure are pulling in the
right direction. A man who, because he is in the public
eye, is continually hearing rumours concerning his most
intimate thoughts and desires, may conceivably arm
himself against the possibility of their proving true.
He may hope, by silently opposing the rumours, to end
them. That is a possibility which, in the Prince's case,
should never be overlooked.

During his early tours, that is to say at the most sensi-
tive phase of his manhood, a tumult of rumours was the
daily accompaniment of his life, rumours that were partly
interrogation, partly good-humoured intrusion, partly^
exaction. It will be recalled that when the Prince'was
a guest of the Italian Royal Family during the War,
public opinion both in Italy and in England, decided
to marry him to the Princess Yolanda of Savoy. His
visits to America were the cue for yet another flight of
imagination; the gossip-columns were all set for an
impending engagement. If it is possible to think of a
human being dying a thousand deaths, it should be com-
paratively easy to think of the Prince enduring a thousand
marriages.

The strain of public rumour and speculation has been
considerably eased during the Prince's recent career. In
this he has had the co-operation of the English Press.
It has been generally agreed to let lie the topic of his
marriage until the best of reasons for its revival occurs.
With the ruthless methods of some sections of American
journalism in mind, we can be grateful, for his sake, that
such respite has been granted by Fleet Street, and perhaps
we shall be justified in regarding it as a return for the
tact and courtesy which the Prince has unfailingly shown
towards journalists. After all, there was every likelihood
of the topic being given a renewed and spirited lease of
life by the marriage of the Duke of Kent and Princess
Marina* The Prince as best man to his brother! To
the picture-minded, story-gathering journalist, how short
a step it is from that to the idea of the Prince's brother
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